Peer review through perinatal statistics.
The purpose here is to demonstrate that perinatal statistics serve as a powerful tool for peer review, thereby improving the standard of maternity care. These data were used as an instrument for peer review, first by comparing perinatal mortality between one country and another. More detailed statistics, rapidly fed back to the delivery units, acted as a strong inducement to practitioners at all levels who wanted to do at least as well as their neighbors. Examples are given from Sweden, Scotland and Germany.